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"Analyzing Verb Errors in the Academic Writings of Syrian First
Year English Students"
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This study aims at analyzing verb
errors in the writings of Syrian first-
year university students majoring in
English language and literature at Free
Aleppo University, northern regions of
Syria. The study followed the mixed
approach, as it collected qualitative
data from 49 essays written under exam
conditions by first-year English
students, an interview carried out with
10 first-year English students, 5 class
observations and 5 reflective essays by
Syrian EFL schoolteachers. It also
collected quantitative data from a
questionnaire filled in by 20 grammar
and writing university teachers. Three
taxonomies were used to classify the
verb errors: Dulay et al.’s (1982)
Surface Strategy Taxonomy that
classifies the verb errors into omission,
addition, misinformation, and
misordering errors, the Linguistic
Taxonomy that classifies the errors into
interlingual and intralingual errors, and
the Structural Taxonomy that divides
them into form and tense errors. The

findings showed that the students used
1328 verb structures in total, 751 (57%)
incorrect and 577 (43%) correct, but
because there was sometimes more
than one error in one verb structure
(mixed errors) the students produced
900 verb errors, of  which
misinformation verb errors were the
most highly frequent by 53% followed
by omission errors by 23%. The results
also showed that 75% of the errors were
intralingual and 25% were interlingual
and that the students committed verb
form errors more than verb tense errors
(75% versus 25%). The findings
indicated that lack of exposure, lack of
practice, the education system, and the
teachers’ exam-based teaching
strategies constituted the background
of the verb errors. The findings of this
study could be utilized by education
decision-makers, EFL  university
teachers, EFL schoolteachers, and
students to develop the EFL learning
process in the northern regions of
Syria.
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